
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

París, kilómetro cero (11) 

Friday, December 11, 2015 

COP21: La recta final  
 

Negotiations at COP21 have reached their final, late-night stage. Despite the French 
presidency’s much-praised, deft diplomatic leadership, talks are expected to run past 
their Friday deadline into Saturday. Yesterday night, a 27-page new draft version of 
the COP21.was published, revealing progress on key issues. Ministers discussed 
this text through Thursday night, in an “Indaba of Solutions”.  

 
In this edition of “París, kilómetro cero”, we will analyze some of the new and missing 
elements in the text and some of the contentious components sure to be debated in 

tonight’s all-night session. Some of the most problematic issues still up for discussion include 
differentiation, finance and ambition.   
 
• UNFCCC / Full draft text - Version 2 of 10 December 2015 at 21:00   

• Deutsche Welle / Day's delay, as Paris climate summit nears finish line  

• The Guardian – Lenore Taylor / Paris climate change deal: new draft cuts through key sticking 
points    

• Climate Home – Megan Darby & Ed King / As it happened: Paris climate pact edged closer on 
Thursday    

• UNFCCC / Negotiation Updates COP 21/CMP 11 – Comité de Paris, 5th meeting, 10 December 

1.   Towards 1.5ºC 
 
The current draft includes a more ambitious target than before, in terms of global warming: 1.5ºC. The 
language now presented as the final option is: countries will “hold the increase in the global average 
temperature to well below 2C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature 
increase to 1.5C, recognizing that this would significantly reduce risks and impacts of climate change”. 
The 1.5ºC limit appeared in the climate change debates around 2008, and was demanded by the 
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From November 30 to December 11, Paris will hum with activity as negotiators and world leaders converge 
to draft the most important agreement on climate change in the last twenty years, with the ultimate goal 
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, thus limiting global warming. 

COP21 in Paris will be the kick-off of a new phase in the fight against climate change. At ESADEgeo, we 
aim to inform the policy debate, and in that spirit, we will be covering the most relevant news stories related 
to the conference. This document is a compilation of our coverage. 
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coalition of small island developing states AOSIS and civil society groups for many years. These groups 
point to studies demonstrating that limiting the temperature rise to a maximum of 2ºC would not suffice 
to limit the impacts of climate change. Lately, over 100 countries, including the “high ambition coalition”, 
have supported the inclusion of the 1.5ºC goal in the final Paris outcome.  
 
• The Guardian – Lenore Taylor / Paris climate change deal: new drafts cuts through key sticking 

points   

• Climate Home – Robin Webster/ A brief history of the 1.5C target        

2.   The climate finance debate continues 
 
Following India’s (and other countries’) criticism of the progress towards the 100 billion climate finance 
pledge made by the developed countries, and particularly of the accounting of these funds, OECD 
Secretary General Angel Gurria has strongly defended his organization’s analysis of these contributions. 
He also felt that the criticism levied by the countries risked destabilizing the Paris negotiations, while 
confirming the evaluations methods used in the OECD report were rigorous and transparent. The current 
draft text at COP21 has improved somewhat in its expression of the route to reach 100 billion per year 
in climate finance, but there is still quite some ground to cover. 
 
• The Guardian – Fiona Harvey / Developing countries risk destabilizing Paris climate talks, says 

OECD head    

• Climate Home – Avik Roy / Climate finance: a gaping wound that needs healing    

• The Guardian – John Vidal/ Paris climate talks: Indian officials accuse OECD of exaggerating 
climate aid   

• Word Resources Institute/ COP21 Q&A: What role does finance play in the Paris outcome?     

3.  Will the Paris agreement be legally binding? Does it need to be? 
 
It is becoming ever clearer that a portion of the Paris agreement (including elements such as 
transparency in reporting) will be legally binding, while the main concrete substance (the national 
pledges, or INDCs) will remain outside the legal bonds. This represents a practical solution to a 
significant problem: while many parties to the negotiations have called for a fully legally binding 
agreement, it is clear that the US, the world’s second largest emitter, would not able to pass a fully 
legally binding international agreement due to domestic (Congressional) constraints; other parties may 
also see binding emissions reduction targets as an infringement of their sovereignty. Many have argued 
that hybrid Paris solution, which consists of bottom-up commitments and top-down monitoring, has been 
critical to boosting participation and will allow for virtuous cycles of commitment revisions to increase 
ambition. 
  
• The Christian Science Monitor – David J. Unger / Paris climate pledges won't be legally binding. 

Why that's ok          

4.  Unresolved and non-included elements: human rights, aviation and shipping 
emissions, and decarbonization 
 
A number of elements are missing from the draft text, or unresolved: (1) Binding language on human 
rights: human rights groups such as the Center for International Environmental Law and the Office of 
the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights expressed strong concern over the human rights 
language in the new draft, which they considered to be merely ‘aspirational’ and non-binding. (2) 
Aviation and shipping emissions: the EU, on various occasions, has attempted to address aviation 
and shipping, which are currently responsible for around 5% of global emissions but growing rapidly. In 
the draft, nevertheless, these emissions are not mentioned. (3) Decarbonization: earlier language on 
the decarbonization of society, which included specific dates for carbon cuts and had antagonized oil-
producing states such as Saudi Arabia, has been scrapped from the document. The term currently being 
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used is “greenhouse gas neutrality (in the second half of the century)”, which has limited legal 
precedents.  
 
• Reuters – Laurie Goering & Megan Rowling / Weakened rights language in Paris climate draft 

sparks alarm    

• FT – Pillita Clark / COP21: Experts baffled by climate change wording [requires subscription]  
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Wednesday, December 9, 2015 

1.   India as a key player at COP21 

 
The ministers have arrived for the second and final week of the COP21 
negotiations. The French Presidency has stepped up its diplomacy, assembling a 
group of facilitators to address thorny issues, each of which is addressed by one 
minister from a developing country and another from a developed one. The pressure 
has also been on to make the draft text more workable, leading to a pared-down, 29 
page version which was launched this afternoon. 

 
• UNFCCC / Full draft text - Version 1 of 9 December 2015 at 15:00   

• UNFCCC / Laurent Fabius Convenes Facilitators Team to Ensure COP21 Success     

• UNFCCC / Comité de Paris – Informal Consultations  

• The Guardian – Lenore Taylor / French negotiators furiously work the backrooms to secure a 
climate deal     

2.   Obama states some parts must carry legal force 
 
A coalition representing more than 100 countries, formed in secrecy six months ago, has emerged at 
COP21: the group, baptized the “high ambition coalition” by US envoy Todd Stern, consists of 79 African, 
Caribbean and Pacific countries, the US and all of EU member states. Major developing countries such 
as China and India, however, are not present.The group is targeting at least four key issues for the 
COP21 outcome: a legally binding agreement, a clear long-term goal in line with scientific advice; a 5-
year review mechanism for emissions commitments; and a unified system for tracking countries’ 
progress on meeting their carbon goals.Miguel Arias Cañete, the EU climate and energy commissioner, 
said the alliance showed that developed and developing countries could work together with a common 
interest.  
 
• The Guardian – Karl Mathiesen & Fiona Harvey / Climate coalition breaks cover in Paris to push for 

binding and ambitious deal    

• European Commission – Climate Action / EU and 79 African, Caribbean and Pacific countries join 
forces for ambitious global climate deal     

3.  New draft wanted before the ministers arrive next week 
 
Climate finance remains a critical issue at the COP21 negotiations, with discussions focusing on how to 
measure the funds pledged up to now. In 2009, developed countries pledged to raise $100 billion a year 
by 2020, but some (including India) have claimed that many of the pledges are acts of double-counting, 
mislabeling and misreporting. Others, meanwhile, believe the target is slowly being met, but that clarity 
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in the definition of climate-related financing and its allocation is needed. An additional debate concerned 
who should provide climate finance: all parties, or only developed and Annex II countries. 
 
• Brookings – Timmons Roberts & Romain Weikmans / Is the ‘$100 billion by 2020 goal’ from 

Copenhagen being met!? A dispatch from the Paris climate conference    

• Brookings – Shawn Dhar & Alexandria Icenhower / Cautious optimism for climate finance and aid 
at Paris climate talks    

• UNFCCC / [Interactive graph] Climate Funding Snapshot; List of Recent Climate Funding 
Announcements - Updating in Interactive Graphic       

4.  Financing promises and other announced commitments 
 
Human rights are typically not included as a main issue in climate change negotiations, though climate 
change is inevitably interconnected with human rights through its effects on resources and resource 
distribution, among others. Over the past few days at COP21, the issue has come further into the 
limelight, after the proposed inclusion of a phrase on human rights in the ‘Preamble’ and ‘Purpose’ 
sections of the draft text – both sections that would be legally binding. One of the human rights issues 
highlighted by civil society and indigenous peoples groups is the risk of carbon-cutting strategies (such 
as hydro power) affecting or even destroying certain territories. Greenpeace and Amnesty International 
have also reported on the possible human rights consequences of increasing hunger, poverty and 
displacement due to the effects of climate change. 
 
• Climate Home – Ed King / Israel-Palestine conflict seeps into Paris climate talks   

• Greenpeace & Amnesty International / Joint Statement: Protection of human rights from climate 
change requires urgent shift to 100% renewable energy for all    

• The Ecologist – Hal Rhoades / COP21: call for international treaty on rights of nature and 
communities 
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Friday, December 4, 2015 

1.   India as a key player at COP21 
 
India has emerged as a pivotal player at COP21, as one of the countries both most 
vulnerable to climate change and one of the countries whose emissions will likely 
grow at the fastest pace in the coming years, to the tune of its population and 
economic growth. At COP21, India is advocating for the developing countries’ call 
for richer countries to take the lead in cutting emissions and to provide developing 
countries with financial support for mitigation, adaptation, and the transition to 
cleaner energy. India was the last major economy to submit its INDC to the UNFCCC, 
which includes a significant expansion of renewable energy, but would also triple 

India’s carbon pollution in the coming decades – which is still an improvement when compared to the 
status quo. 
 
On Wednesday, a senior Indian negotiator said the country would cut back on its use of coal if sufficient 
cash for renewables emerges from a Paris deal. On Monday, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
French President François Hollande had launched an alliance of some 120 countries (mostly in Latin 
America and Africa but also including the US and China) dedicated to a large-scale expansion of solar 
energy. Hollande described the project as climate justice in action: richer nations are helping poorer 
nations expand their clean energy sectors through investment and technology sharing.  
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On Thursday, in a move described as ‘surprising’ by various negotiators, Saudi Arabia and India moved 
to invalidate a UN report calling for a more ambitious 1.5 degree Celsius limit rather than the 2 degree 
one that has been accepted up to now. On the same day, both Germany and France backed moves to 
a 1.5 goal. The study ran from 2013-2015 and was published by the UN in June. 
 
• New York Times – Coral Davenport and Ellen Barry / Narendra Modi Could Make or Break 

Obama’s Climate Legacy  

• The Guardian – Arthur Neslen / India unveils global solar alliance of 120 countries at Paris climate 
summit   

• Quartz India – Cassie Werber / India’s “solar alliance” is a great idea with one fatal flaw  

• UNFCCC Newsroom / India and France Launch International Solar Energy Alliance at COP21  

• Brookings – Charles Frank / India: Potential for Even Greater Emissions Reductions 

• BBC News – Matt McGrath / COP21: India signals willingness to cut coal for climate cash  

• The Guardian – John Vidal / India pushes rich countries to boost their climate pledges at Paris   

• Climate Home – Ed King / Saudi Arabia, India quash UN study warning of 2C dangers  

• Yale e360 – Fred Pearce / Paris COP21: Is India the Main Stumbling Block at Climate Talks?    

2.   Obama states some parts must carry legal force 
 
Though the US has been clear from the beginning that it will not sign on to a full-fledged climate change 
treaty due to the near-impossibility of passage through a Republican-controlled Congress, Barack 
Obama on Tuesday declared that some aspects of the global climate change agreement must be legally 
binding. In this small step towards a key demand of the European Union and some developing countries 
(thus easing one barrier to a successful outcome of the Paris negotiations), Obama declared he wanted 
a periodic review of emissions reductions targets to be legally binding. Nevertheless, the US continues 
to insist that countries should create their own, voluntary targets for cutting emissions. 
 
• The Guardian – Suzanne Goldenberg / Barack Obama: parts of Paris climate deal must carry legal 

force      

3.  New draft wanted before the ministers arrive next week 
 
Recognizing that progress has been slow, Laurent Fabius, the French foreign minister presiding over 
the talks, demands that envoys prepare a new draft by Saturday, ahead of the Sunday arrival of the 
ministers. Today a slimmed down version (the text now stands at 46 pages) was published.  
 
• EurActiv – Jorge Valero / Cañete: Not enough being done to get a deal in Paris   

• Climate Home – Ed King / COP21: Slow progress ‘frustrating’ says UN climate official    

• UNFCCC / Draft agreement and draft decision on workstreams 1 and 2 of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action    

4.  Financing promises and other announced commitments 
 
A raft of financing and other measures were announced in the first week of COP21, including (1) 
Obama’s climate risk insurance: the U.S. will contribute $30 million to help insure vulnerable 
communities (such as small island states) against climate risks, in a bid to close the divides between 
developed and developing countries most vulnerable to climate change; (2) Resilience funding: Major 
international partnerships under the Lima to Paris Action Agenda mobilized one billion dollars to increase 
resilience and protect the vulnerable from extreme climate; (3) France’s investment in renewable 
energy: France will invest a total of 2 billion euros in renewable energy in Africa from 2016-2020, a 50% 
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increase in comparison to the last five years. During the first week of talks, however, 134 developing 
countries warned of collapse due to developed countries’ proposed language on climate finance. Finally, 
as smog blanketed Beijing during the first days of the Paris climate talks, China’s cabinet announced 
it will reduce emissions of major pollutants in the power sector by 60% by 2020. It will also reduce annual 
carbon dioxide emissions from coal-fired power generation by 180 million tons by 2020. China did not 
give comparison figures or elaborate on how it will achieve this result.  
 
• Climate Home – Megan Darby / Obama offers vulnerable nations $30m for climate risk insurance    

• Reuters – Megan Rowling / Obama unveils $30 mln for climate risk insurance to protect poor     

• UNFCCC Newsroom / New International Initiatives Increase Resilience Protecting Millions of 
People    

• UNFCCC Newsroom / France to Invest 2 Billion Euros in Africa Renewables    

• Business Standard – Nitin Sethi / 134 developing countries warn of collapse in Paris if developed 
countries break convention over finance    

• The Guardian – Reuters / China says it will cut power sector emissions 60% by 2020      

5.  Nicaragua refuses to make a climate pledge 
 
With 157 INDCs submitted, covering the emissions of 184 countries, Nicaragua refuses to submit an 
INDC, arguing that voluntary responsibility is a path to failure and pledges let big polluters off the hook.  
 
• Climate Home – Alex Pashley / Nicaragua to defy UN in climate pledge refusal 

6. To wrap up, some interactive graphs to understand COP21 and climate change 
 
To see how the Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) compare: 
• The Guardian / Which countries are doing the most to stop dangerous global warming? 

 
To see how the components of the climate change machinery interlock: 
• The Washington Post / Gauging a warming world 
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Monday, November 30, 2015 

1.   And they’re off: COP21 in Paris has commenced 
 
Approximately 150 world leaders and 40,000 delegates have gathered in Paris for 
the most important climate change conference yet. During this first day, world leaders 
are making 3-minute statements each, adding political momentum for the 2 weeks 
of hard negotiations to come. As Christiana Figueres said during the opening 
ceremony, the eyes of millions of people around the world are on the governments 
meeting in Paris, not just figuratively but literally. To follow the proceedings live, see 
COP21’s continuous live webcasts. Social media are also in overdrive on the 
conference, and coverage of the 383,705 tweets (at the time of writing) can be 
followed here.  
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• UNFCCC / "The Eyes of the World are on Paris”: COP21 Opening Ceremony    

• UNFCCC / Live webcasts    

• UNFCCC / Climate talks live – Join the discussion #COP21    

• Twitter / Go inside the Paris climate talks   

• The Guardian – Emma Howard / Paris climate summit in numbers    

2.   Hundreds of thousands across the globe gather to demand increased action 
against climate change 
 
Hundreds of thousands gathered on the streets of major cities across five continents this Sunday, calling 
on world leaders to reach for an ambitious agreement at the Paris summit starting today. Over 2,200 
demonstrations were held, and some – including those in Australia and New Zealand – beat all existing 
records in terms of participation. In Paris, over 20,000 pairs of shoes were placed in rows on the streets 
to represent those who could not take to the streets in protest due to the security measures imposed 
after the November 13 terrorist attacks. Pope Francisco and Ban Ki-moon were among the rows of 
shoes. 
 
• The Guardian / Protesters gather around the world for a strong climate change deal/ Global climate 

march 2015 – in pictures 

• Reuters / ‘No planet B,’ marches worldwide tell leaders before UN climate summit    

3.  Financing pledges add momentum to the start of COP21 
 
A collection of financing pledges has added momentum to the first day of COP21 in Paris. On Friday, 
Bill Gates had announced the “Breakthrough Energy Coalition”, a private sector initiative to deploy 
capital in clean energy, focusing especially on early state innovations. He was joined in this initiative by 
28 private investors, including Jeff Bezos, Jack Ma, Mukesh Ambani, Mark Zuckerberg and Richard 
Branson. Today, in addition, 20 countries representing 75% of global power-related CO2 emissions 
committed to “Mission Innovation”, pledging to double their investment in clean energy R&D over the 
next five years – thereby bringing the total funds for this research to almost $20 billion by 2020. Also 
today, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK and 
the US announced they would add $250 million in new adaptation funds to the Least Developed 
Countries Fund (LDCF), hosted by the GEF. 
 
• The Guardian – Reuters / Bill Gates to launch clean energy project on sidelines of Paris climate 

talks 

• Breakthrough Energy Coalition / Introducing the Breakthrough Energy Coalition 

• Mission Innovation / Joint Launch Statement    

• The Guardian – Suzanne Goldenberg, Fiona Harvey & John Vidal /  Major powers pledge $20bn 
for green energy research    

• Global Environmental Facility / Press Release: $248 USD million pledged to GEF climate fund for 
most vulnerable countries    

• Carbon Pulse / COP-21 Roundup: Nov. 30 – Day 1 

4.  Some keys to follow the discussions in Paris 
 
Starting today and until December 11th, the 196 parties to the UNFCCC will try to reach an agreement 
on a host of issues related to climate change. Some of the most important issues, whether because of 
their relevance of the controversy they stir, are the legal form of the agreement, the periodical review 
mechanism, ways to increase the ambition of the voluntary national pledges (INDCs), climate finance 
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and assistance for developing countries to achieve growth while meeting their pledges, and technology 
transfers. For some quick guides to these topics, the players, and the debates that will be raging over 
the coming two weeks, see the links below. 
 
• Brookings/ COP21 at Paris: What to expect 

• IISD – Melissa Harris, Frédéric Gagnon-Lebrun, Alice Bisiaux / What to look for during the Paris 
Climate Change Conference 

• WRI – Elyse Myrans/ The Pathway to Paris, in 7 Graphics   

 
 

París, kilómetro cero (7) 

Wednesday, November 25, 2015 

1.   147 world leaders to gather in Paris 
 
147 Heads of state and government have now confirmed they will attend the first day 
of COP21 in Paris, making it one of the largest diplomatic conferences ever 
organized, aside from the United Nations General Assembly sessions in New York. 
 
• COP21/CMP11 / Everything you need to know about the arrival of the Heads of 

State on 30 November    

• UNFCCC / Leaders Event - List of Speakers  

2.   Loss and Damage, one of the challenges that will make or break the Paris climate 
talks – What is it?  
 
One of the main issues in the Paris discussions will be the concept of ‘loss and damage’, which covers 
the injurious consequences of climate change – such as extreme weather events or slow onset events 
– which cannot be addressed through mitigation and adaptation. The notion was first introduced into the 
climate negotiations by the SIDS (small island developing states) in the early 1990s. Since COP19 in 
2013, the concept has taken on an institutional form: the Warsaw Mechanism for Loss and Damage, 
which is now implementing its first two-year work plan and which will be reviewed at COP22 in 2016. 
Many developing nations, however, also want this mechanism enshrined in the 2015 agreement, as a 
separate element on par with mitigation, adaptation and means of implementation. This, in turn, is a 
hard sell for many developed nations, who argue this is a duplication of work following the Warsaw 
Mechanism and who fear massive compensation or liability claims related to their greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
• International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) – Elena Kosolapova / Policy Update #19: 

Loss and Damage: The Road to Paris and Beyond 

• World Economic Forum – Alister Doyle / 5 challenges that will make or break the Paris climate 
talks     

3.  Ambition gap set to cost developing countries an additional $270 in adaptation   
 
According to a new report by Oxfam International, the expected temperature increase of around 3 
degrees Celsius (forecast as the outcome of the currently submitted INDCs) will add $270 billion to 
developing countries’ adaptation bill. This means that the current pledges to cut carbon emissions will 
cost developing countries 50% more than if global warming is limited to 2 degrees C, the official 
UNFCCC goal. Moreover, the report says that if these adaptation costs are not met and global 
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temperatures do rise by 3 degrees, the economies of developing countries are likely to shrink by $1.7 
trillion every year, equivalent to 1.3% of their GDP.   
 
• Oxfam International / Delays in cutting emissions set to cost developing countries hundreds of 

billions of dollars more  

• The Guardian – Emma Howard / Developing countries will need $270bn more to adapt to climate 
change – study    

• Oxfam International / Game-Changers in the Paris Climate Deal: What is needed to ensure a new 
agreement helps those on the front lines of climate change [report] 

4.   Emerging markets take the global lead in clean energy investment, China tops the 
list  
 
2014 marked the first time that over half of all investment in large-scale clean energy projects took place 
in emerging markets. China, at the top of the list, added 35GW of new renewable power generating 
capacity – more than what the US, UK and France combined achieved in the same year. China’s 
diplomacy (including its joint declaration with the United States, its INDC and its commitment of adding 
$3 billion to climate finance, thereby matching the US’ contribution) has been key to generate 
momentum in the lead-up to Paris, though some question the feasibility of its INDC targets.   
 
• Carbon Pulse – Ben Garside / China tops clean energy ranking as developing world takes lead –

report 

• Climatescope 2015 / Topping wealthier nations, key emerging markets attract record $126bn in 
clean energy investment 

• The Christian Science Monitor – Peter Ford / Paris climate summit: Will China be seen as a leader 
or a villain?         

5.   If emissions are not mitigated, per capita GDP will end up 23% lower in 2100 than it 
would otherwise be  
 
If emissions are maintained at their current level – without mitigation – throughout the 21st century, per 
capita GDP will end up 23% below what it would otherwise be. Researchers at Stanford and the 
University of California Berkeley have made this calculation based on the expected temperature rise 
and its effects on macroeconomic growth, basing their analysis on an observational approach to historic 
temperature fluctuations. However, the effect of global warming will differ according to the temperature 
each economy starts at: countries with an average yearly temperature greater than 13°C will see 
decreased economic growth as temperatures rise, while cooler countries will economically benefit from 
the warming. Therefore, unmitigated warming is likely to widen global income inequality, given that poor 
countries, which are mostly located in regions that are already warm, will mainly feel the negative side 
of the temperature rise. 
 
• World Economic Forum – Chris Field & Katharine Mach / What are the economic consequences of 

climate change? 

• Nature - Marshall Burke, Solomon M. Hsiang & Edward Miguel / Global non-linear effect of 
temperature on economic production     
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París, kilómetro cero (6) 

Friday, November 20, 2015 

1.   Trouble on the US domestic scene  
 
Over the last few days, the Republican-led US Senate has undertaken two actions 
to block President Obama’s strategy on climate change leading up to COP21. On 
Tuesday, the Senate voted a motion to take down the Environmental Protection 
Agency rule, which is a key element of the US’ climate strategy, designed to cut 
carbon pollution from power plants. The White House has said it will veto this bill. On 
Wednesday, the Senate threatened to block $3bn in climate finance pledged to 
developing countries, which is set to be a cornerstone of the upcoming agreement in 
Paris. Again, the White House is confident it will be able to overcome this hurdle.   

 
• The New York Times – Coral Davenport / Senate Votes to Block Obama’s Climate Change Rules    

• Carbon Pulse – Stian Reklev / Senators demand Paris deal gets Senate vote regardless of legal 
form    

• The Guardian – Suzanne Goldenberg / Republicans make second bid to weaken Obama's hand at 
Paris climate talks   

• Climate Home – Alex Pashley / Republicans ransom US Green Fund pledge ahead of Paris climate 
summit  

2.   COP21 climate marches expected to attract up to 200,000 cancelled for security 
reasons  
 
Calling it a difficult decision, the French presidency of COP21 has announced the climate marches 
planned on public roads in Paris and other French cities on 29 November and 12 December will not be 
authorized, given that they cannot guarantee the security of the demonstrators. All events organized in 
enclosed, easily secured spaces will, however, still take place. Civil society organizations, which had 
been expecting up to 200,000 to attend the marches in Paris, have instead urged people around the 
globe to engage in the biggest climate march in history, “on behalf of those who can’t.” The largest 
march is set to take place in London. Meanwhile, Naomi Klein and Jason Box have argued in The New 
Yorker that the horrific terrorist attacks in Paris last weekend should deepen the debate on climate 
change and its connection to many of the conflicts in the world, including the Syrian civil war. In their 
opinion, climate action is the planet’s best hope for peace.   
 
• COP21 Presidency / Civil society events at Le Bourget will be maintained     

• The Guardian – Emma Howard / Organisers of cancelled Paris climate march urge global show of 
support    

• The New Yorker – Jason Box & Naomi Klein / Why a Climate Deal Is the Best Hope for Peace    

3.  UK first major economy to set a clear date to phase out coal: 2025   
 
Amber Rudd, the UK’s climate and energy minister, has announced the UK will close all coal-fired power 
plants by 2025. The gap this will leave will be filled mainly with new gas and nuclear plants. In her 
announcement, Rudd stated “It cannot be satisfactory for an advanced economy like the UK to be relying 
on polluting, carbon intensive 50-year-old coal-fired power stations” Former US vice-president Al 
Gore.praised the policy, declaring that “the UK has become the first major economy to set a clear date 
to phase out coal, and I am hopeful that others will follow suit as we repower the global economy with 
the clean energy we need for a sustainable future.” Christiana Figueres, head of the UNFCCC, has also 
welcomed the move.   
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• The Guardian – Rowena Mason / UK to close all coal power plants in switch to gas and nuclear    

• Carbon Pulse – Ben Garside / UK confirms plans to phase out coal power by 2025    

• UNFCCC Newsroom / UK Plans to Close all Coal-Fired Power Plants by 2025- UN Climate Chief 
Welcomes Move    

4.   10 days before kick-off, 20 key issues for the negotiations  
 
Based on the discussion at last week’s pre-COP, the French presidency of COP21 has released a 
document highlighting 20 key issues ahead of the summit. Some of the main issues are increasing the 
levels of climate finance from developed countries to poorer and emerging economies, and enhancing 
clarity on these flows, as well as the classic question of equity and differentiation. On the other hand, 
parties have seemed to converge on the need for a long-term emissions goal and the need for regular 
reviews.  
 
• Climate Home – Ed King / France identifies over 20 key issues ahead of UN climate summit     

5.   INDC count: 169 countries represented  
 
The most recent INDC submissions have been: Qatar, Cook Islands, Santa Lucia, Saint Vincent and 
Grenadines, Bahamas, Somalia, Nauru, El Salvador, Iraq and Pakistan.  
 
• UNFCCC / INDC Portal    

• World Resources Institute / CAIT Climate Data Explorer    

 

 
París, kilómetro cero (5) 

Wednesday, November 18, 2015 
 
“We must continue – continue working, going out, living our lives, influencing the world: this is why the 
international climate conference will not only go ahead, but will bring hope and solidarity.”   
 
After the tragic terrorist attacks this weekend in Paris, French President Hollande has confirmed COP21 
will go ahead as planned.   

1.  Thomas Piketty calls for investors to divest from fossil fuels ahead 
of climate talks 
 
French economist Thomas Piketty and ecological economist Tim Jacksno have called 
for investors to move their money out of fossil fuels ahead of COP21. In a letter to the 
Guardian, they wrote: “This is a rare and decisive moment in history. Science, ethics, 
and economics are intersecting to form a clear market signal: in the lead up to the 
COP21 climate talks, responsible investors should divest from fossil fuels.”   
 

• The Guardian – Emma Howard / Thomas Piketty calls for investors to divest from fossil fuels ahead 
of climate talks         
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2.   OECD members agree to restrict financing for overseas coal power plants 
 
On Tuesday, the 34 member states of the OECD agreed to restrict export financing to build coal power 
plants overseas. The long-debated agreement, which will take effect in 2017, restricts most financing 
for coal power plants overseas, except for the most advanced “ultra-supercritical” plants, and for some 
other plants in the very poorest countries. In the past seven years, OECD members have helped finance 
more than $35 billion worth of coal plants.   
 
• The Washington Post – Juliet Eilperin / In a major step on the road to Paris, rich countries agree to 

slash export subsidies for coal plants   

• The Guardian – Associated Press / OECD countries agree to restrict financing for overseas coal 
power plants  

3.   Weak climate change statement at the G20 
 
This weekend’s G20 summit, which was naturally dominated by the Paris terror attacks, produced a 
statement on climate change which chiefly repeated the group’s earlier statements. The regular review 
mechanism – which is seen by many as a central element of the upcoming COP21 agreement – proved 
highly contentious, with India and Saudi Arabia reportedly objecting to the idea. The EU, on the other 
hand, would like to achieve agreement on five-yearly reviews, a goal supported by many countries, 
including China. According to reports, there was also significant discussion on whether to include the 2 
degree C limit in the statement.  
 
• G20 / Leaders’ Communiqué Antalya Summit, 15-16 November 2015 

• Climate Home – Megan Darby / G20 leaders disappoint climate campaigners with weak 
statement    

• FT - Alex Barker & Pilita Clark / India slows progress on ambitious climate change accord 
[restricted to subscribers]    

4.   A wealth of existing opportunities to immediately scale up reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions 
 
The UNFCCC has today released its report “Climate Action Now – A Summary for Policymakers 2015”, 
which details the wide range of concrete plans already being pursued to mitigate climate change and 
increase the resilience of states and their populations. The objective of the report is to become a 
reference: a menu of policy options which includes good practices, initiatives and actions that could be 
scaled up and replicated. This will facilitate policymakers’ efforts to increase their ambition in the pre-
2020 period, after which the agreement signed in Paris will take effect.  
 
• UNFCCC / Climate Action Now – Summary for Policymakers 2015     

• UNFCCC / Huge Positive Policy Potential to Increase Greenhouse Gas Emission Cuts :New 
UNFCCC Report Released to Help Climate Policymakers    
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Friday, November 13, 2015 

1.  What legal shape for the Paris treaty? Conflicting statements by 
Kerry and Hollande 
 
At COP17 in Durban, South Africa, countries agreed to work towards “a new and 
universal greenhouse gas reduction protocol, legal instrument or other outcome with 
legal force by 2015 for the period beyond 2020.” Two weeks before COP21, the 
debate on the range of options contained in this single statement has surfaced in the 
media. Whereas John Kerry, who faces a skeptical US Congress, insisted the 
agreement was “definitively not going to be a treaty,” Françoise Hollande, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and host of COP21, replied that it was obvious that any agreement in 

Paris would contain lawful elements. A spokesperson for EU Commissioner for Climate Action & Energy 
confirmed that “[t]he Paris agreement must be an international legally binding agreement.” The key will 
lie in the legal definition of the text produced in Paris. 
 
• The New York Times – Aurelien Breeden / France Says Climate Talks Must Produce Binding Deal    

• The Guardian - Reuters / Row over legal nature of Paris climate deal        

2.  Report finds: UK becomes only G7 country to increase fossil fuel subsidies 
 
In 2009, the G20, meeting this weekend in Antalya, Turkey, pledged to phase out fossil fuel subsidies. 
A new report by the London-based Overseas Development Institute (ODI) and Oil Change International 
has found that G20 countries are collectively responsible for $452 billion a year in subsidies. The report 
also calculated that among the G7, the UK is alone in increasing its fossil fuel subsidies. 
 
• The Guardian – David Carrington / UK becomes only G7 country to increase fossil fuel subsidies   

• Overseas Development Institute / Empty promises: G20 subsidies to oil, gas and coal production     

3.   Why Are INDC Studies Reaching Different Temperature Estimates? 
 
Weekend reading: are you wondering why one report analyzing the potential cumulative outcome of the 
INDCs presented up to now says temperatures will rise by 2.7 degrees C by 2100, while another says 
307? This insider document by WRI explains. 
 
• WRI – Kelly Levin & Taryn Fransen / INSIDER: Why Are INDC Studies Reaching Different 

Temperature Estimates?     
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Wednesday, November 11, 2015 

1.  After pre-COP, French foreign minister Fabius believes ambitious 
agreement is within reach 
 
After a 2-day pre-COP meeting of about 60 ministers in Paris, French foreign minister 
Fabius felt an ambitious agreement is within reach for COP21. He added that 
progress had been made on five key points, but that there was still work ahead. 
Climate finance, in particular, may be a key element in the negotiations.   
 
 

• Reuters – John Iris & Bate Felix / Ambitious climate change agreement in sight: Fabius    

• Climate Home / France eyes growing consensus ahead of Paris climate summit    

• COP21 CMP11 / Key information on the last meeting prior to COP21    

2.  Climate finance will be critical: EU and G20 
 
Climate finance is expected to be one of the most critical elements in forging a decision at COP21, and 
up to now, developed countries have pledged to raise USD 100 billion per year by 2020. However, 
reaching clarity on delivery and effectiveness in climate finance will be critical. On Tuesday, November 
10th, the European Council published its conclusions on the topic, reaffirming its commitment to scaling 
up the mobilisation of climate finance. In addition, this weekend will see the G20 Leaders Summit in 
Antalya, Turkey, where Christiana Figueres argues climate finance should also be on the agenda.   
 
• European Council / Council conclusions on climate finance   

• European Commission / Commission welcomes strong EU commitment to boost climate assistance 
for developing countries   

• Climate Home / Mattias Soderberg: Europe has missed its chance on climate finance   

• G7 G20 – Christiana Figueres / Time to focus on climate finance   

3.   EA presents its annual WEO, stresses how climate change is transforming the 
energy sector 
 
In its annual World Energy Outlook, the IEA finds that renewables are set to become the leading source 
of new energy supply from now to 2040. The IEA recognizes the major contributions made in the INDCs 
submitted up to now, but warns that a change of course is still needed to avoid surpassing the 2 degree 
limit. According to IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol, “world leaders meeting in Paris must set a clear 
direction for the accelerated transformation of the global energy sector.”   
 
• IEA / Low prices should give no cause for complacency on energy security, IEA says    

• IEA / World Energy Outlook Executive Summary    

• Carbon Pulse / Paris climate deal must set clear path to clean energy -IEA     

4.  President Obama rejects Keystone XL 
 
President Obama has rejected the Keystone XL pipeline, slated to transport crude oil from the tar sands 
of Alberta, Canada to the Texas Gulf. After years of deliberations, the State Department on Friday, 
November 6th, decided that “the Keystone XL Pipeline would not serve the national interest of the United 
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States.” President Obama highlighted various reasons for this decision, which stemmed from an analysis 
of the pipeline’s economic and employment benefits, as well as its effects on energy prices and energy 
security.   
 
Climate change was a significant factor in the decision: as Obama stated, “As long as I’m President of 
the United States, America is going to hold ourselves to the same high standards to which we hold the 
rest of the world.  And three weeks from now, I look forward to joining my fellow world leaders in Paris, 
where we’ve got to come together around an ambitious framework to protect the one planet that we’ve 
got while we still can.”  
 
• The White House - Office of the Press Secretary / Statement by the President on the Keystone XL 

Pipeline    

• The Guardian – Suzanne Goldenberg & Dan Roberts / Obama rejects Keystone XL pipeline and 
hails US as leader on climate change   

5.  Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Sudan submit their INDCS 
 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Sudan have submitted their INDCs to the UNFCCC, bringing the total number 
of submissions to 159.  
 
• The Guardian – Alex Pashley / Saudi Arabia submits climate pledge to UN deal    

• Climate Home – Alex Pashley / Egypt targets fossil fuel subsidy phase-out in UN climate pledge    

• WRI – CAIT Climate Data Explorer / Paris Contributions Map    
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Friday, November 6, 2015 

1. Pre-COP starting Sunday  
 
From November 8 to 10, the French Presidency of COP21 will host an informal Pre-
COP, bringing together ministers and other heads of delegation to provide political 
impetus to the talks ahead of the official conference. The goal is not to alter the 
negotiating text, but to anticipate and defuse potential sticking points at the earliest 
possible stage, anticipating the last-minute deals that will be necessary to unlock the 
agreement. The four proposed work areas are: equity/differentiation (CBDR-RC), 
ambition, pre-2020 action and support, and post-2020 finance. 
 

• Climate Home / Ministers to discuss ‘landing zones’ ahead of Paris climate summit 

• Euractiv / Ministers gather for pre-COP talks in Paris Pre-COP Background Document 

2.   UNEP estimates emissions gap at 12-14 billion tons of CO2 equivalent 
 
The UN Environment Program (UNEP) has launched its annual “emissions gap” report, which confirms 
the UNFCCC conclusions published last week: the INDCs will slow the growth of greenhouse gas 
emissions – but not enough to limit temperature rise to 2C. According to UNEP, emission levels should 
not exceed 48 billion tons of CO2 equivalent by 2025 and 42 billion tons by 2030. However, if all INDCs 
are executed as planned, emissions could hit 53 Gt CO2e in 2025 and 54 Gt in 2030 – leaving a 12-14 
billion ton gap. 
 
• Climate Home – Ed King / UNEP: National climate plans deliver half carbon cuts needed for 2C 
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http://www.climatechangenews.com/2015/11/05/ministers-to-discuss-landing-zones-ahead-of-paris-climate-summit/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/climate-environment/ministers-gather-pre-cop-talks-paris-319241
http://www.scribd.com/doc/288720908/Pre-COP-Background-Document
http://www.climatechangenews.com/2015/11/06/unep-national-climate-plans-deliver-half-carbon-cuts-needed-for-2c/


• The Guardian – Fiona Harvey / World only half way to meeting emissions target with current 
pledges  

3.   Green Climate Fund approves its first 8 projects  
 
The Green Climate Fund, a $10bn UN fund to help developing countries fight climate change, has 
approved its funding for its first eight projects – totaling USD 168 million – and for programs worth USD 
624 million. The projects cover both mitigation and adaptation and range from building resilience of 
wetlands in Peru to supporting vulnerable communities in their management of climate-changed water 
shortages in the Maldives. 
 
• Green Climate Fund / Green Climate Fund approves first 8 investments 

• Carbon Pulse / Green Climate Fund approves first 8 projects 

4.  A climate economics proposal: carbon “price-and-rebate” 
 
Pierre-André Jouvet & Christian De Perthuis of the Climate Economics Chair at Paris-Dauphine 
University propose a carbon “price-and-rebate” mechanism, which simultaneously sets a price on 
emissions above a certain threshold and defines how the revenues raised should be used. In this 
system, a country exceeding the worldwide average for per capita emissions would pay a specified 
amount on every ton of CO2 (or its equivalent) above a set threshold. Countries with lower-than-average 
emissions would be compensated for polluting less. 
 
• Project Syndicate – Pierre-André Jouvet & Christian De Perthuis / A Carbon Price-and-Rebate Plan 

5.  Fifty years ago today, scientists warned the President of the United States about 
climate change  
 
Fifty years ago today, a report landed on US President Lyndon Johnson’s desk. His science advisory 
committee warned that “pollutants have altered on a global scale the carbon dioxide content of the air”. 
The 1965 report concludes “with fair assurance that at the present time, fossil fuels are the only source 
of CO2 being added to the ocean-atmosphere-biosphere system.” 
 
• The Guardian – Dana Nuccitelli / Scientists warned the US president about global warming 50 

years ago today 
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            Wednesday, November 4, 2015 
 

From November 30 to December 11, Paris will hum with activity as negotiators and 
world leaders converge to draft the most important agreement on climate change in 
the last twenty years, with the ultimate goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
thus limiting global warming. 

 
COP21 in Paris will be the kick-off of a new phase in the fight against climate change. 
At ESADEgeo, we aim to inform the policy debate, and in that spirit, we will be 
publishing, from today on, the most relevant news stories related to the conference. 

 
The starting point for this series is Javier Solana’s most recent op-ed, called “The 
Climate’s Point of No Return”, published on Project Syndicate. 
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http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/nov/06/world-only-half-way-meeting-emissions-target-with-current-pledges
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/nov/06/world-only-half-way-meeting-emissions-target-with-current-pledges
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/green-climate-fund-approves-first-8-investmen-1?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhome
http://carbon-pulse.com/green-climate-fund-approves-first-8-projects/
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/carbon-price-and-rebate-plan-by-pierre-andr--jouvet-and-christian-de-perthuis-2015-11
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-consensus-97-per-cent/2015/nov/05/scientists-warned-the-president-about-global-warming-50-years-ago-today
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/climate-consensus-97-per-cent/2015/nov/05/scientists-warned-the-president-about-global-warming-50-years-ago-today
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/paris-climate-change-summit-national-commitments-by-javier-solana-2015-10
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/paris-climate-change-summit-national-commitments-by-javier-solana-2015-10


1.    UNFCCC presents its INDC synthesis report 
 
On October 30, the UNFCCC Secretariat published its long-awaited Synthesis Report. The report, which 
analyzed the aggregate effects of all INDCs published up to October 1st, 2015, concluded that “the 
INDCs have the capability of limiting the forecast temperature rise to around 2.7C by 2100, by no means 
enough but a lot lower than the estimated four, five, or more degrees of warming projected by many 
prior to the INDCs.” (Christiana Figueres) 
 
• World Resources Institute – Kelly Levin, Taryn Fransen and David Waskow / What Effect Will 

National Climate Plans (INDCs) Have on Global Emissions? 5 Things to Know                             

• The Guardian – Fiona Harvey / World's climate pledges not yet enough to avoid dangerous 
warming – UN 

• UNFCCC / Synthesis Report on the Aggregate Effect of Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions (INDCs) – Brief Overview – Full Report      

2.    Joint declaration by China and France, from Beijing 
 
China and France have issued a joint statement on climate change, declaring that the Paris agreement 
should include five-yearly reviews on the overall progress on emission cuts. Calling climate change one 
of the greatest challenges facing humanity, President Hollande and President Xi Jinping also appealed, 
among others, for an enhanced transparency system in the Paris agreement in order to both build mutual 
trust and promote effective implementation of the INDCs. 
 
• The Guardian – Tom Phillips / China and France say Paris climate pact should have five-year 

reviews  

• France Diplomatie - Official statement / China and France Joint Presidential Statement on Climate 
Change (Beijing, 2 November 2015)  

3.    The cities that are cleaning up their act  
 
As described in Javier Solana’s op-ed on Project Syndicate, cities will play a huge role in climate change 
in the future, given that they account for half of the world’s population, while generating around 80% of 
the world’s GDP and around 70% of energy-related greenhouse gas emissions. As urbanization 
continues, particularly in the developing world, the share of the world’s population living in cities will rise 
to 60% over the next 15 years.  
 
Many cities around the world are adapting their policies to improve their sustainability and livability, and 
with them, their air quality and the health of their citizens. This article described the innovative policies 
being put in place across some of the world’s cities, from Mexico City (Mexico) to Copenhagen 
(Denmark) and from Chennai (India) to Atlanta (US), Bogotá (Colombia) and San Francisco (US).  
 
• The Guardian – Tamsin Rutter / The cities that are cleaning up their act 
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http://www.wri.org/blog/2015/10/what-effect-will-national-climate-plans-indcs-have-global-emissions-5-things-know
http://www.wri.org/blog/2015/10/what-effect-will-national-climate-plans-indcs-have-global-emissions-5-things-know
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/oct/30/worlds-climate-pledges-likely-to-lead-to-less-than-3c-of-warming-un
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/oct/30/worlds-climate-pledges-likely-to-lead-to-less-than-3c-of-warming-un
http://unfccc.int/files/focus/indc_portal/application/pdf/synthesis_report_-_brief_overview.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/07.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/nov/02/china-and-france-say-paris-climate-pact-should-have-5-year-reviews
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/nov/02/china-and-france-say-paris-climate-pact-should-have-5-year-reviews
http://diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/climate/2015-paris-climate-conference-cop21/article/china-and-france-joint-presidential-statement-on-climate-change-beijing-02-11
http://diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/climate/2015-paris-climate-conference-cop21/article/china-and-france-joint-presidential-statement-on-climate-change-beijing-02-11
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/paris-climate-change-summit-national-commitments-by-javier-solana-2015-10
http://www.theguardian.com/public-leaders-network/2015/nov/03/clean-cities-world-health-sustainable
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Center for Global Economy and Geopolitics (ESADEgeo) 
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+34 934 952 146 
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| www.esadegeo.com | http://twitter.com/#!/ESADEgeo | 
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